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OSCAR NOMINATIONS

RichardDreyfussin
"Close Encounters"
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There

is
nothingthisyearto

compare

with "CloseEncountersof the Third

Kind,"a $22 million extravaganza
about

aliensfrom outer space.

It has been nominatedfor eight

AcademyAwards, including best direct-

or, best musicand best special effects.

And its star,Richard Dreyfuss— who
made his name in that other

blockbuster,

"Jaws"— is now the darlingof

Hollywood.
Criticsin the UnitedStateshave

dubbed "Close Encounters"as the
ultimatecosmic thriller, with special
effectseven more awe-inspiringthan
"Star Wars,"its predecessorin the
current science fictionfilm boom.

In the firsttwo monthsof its release

an estimated 26 millionpeoplein the
UnitedStates— 10 percentof the
population

— queuedto see it.
Now Australian filmgoerswill get their

chanceto see it. It will be screenedin

Sydneyand Melbournefrom March 16
and Brisbane,Adelaide and Perth from
April27.

Richard Dreyfussplaysthe hero,Roy
Neary, a

middle-American
power worker

caughtup in a
startlingchainof events

which convinces him he has had an
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encounterwith alien life forms.

But even his wife (TeriGarr)thinks

he has gone mad when he talksabout
searinglightsfrom nowhere,a road sign

gyrating, the contentsof his truckflying
throughthe air and the needleson his
dashboard going haywire.

Nearyand severalotherUFO sighters

includingan international scientist
(French director Francois Truffaut)try to
arrangea rendezvous with the aliens.

Dreyfuss— who has just receiveda
GoldenGlobe Award for his perform-

ance in Neil Simon'slatest
masterpiece,

a romanticcomedy called "The
GoodbyeGirl" and has been nominated

for an Oscarfor the samepicture— has
not had an easy time adjusting to
success.

The
27-year-old

star triesto explain

the changesand the demandson
himselfand on those aroundhim. "With
success,you become a commodityand

you don'thave to proveanythingto
anyoneanymore,"he said. "You don't
haveto be good.Allyouhaveto do is be
there.Then they need your approval,

your name — where millionsof dollars

are
concerned.

And they'llcut theirown
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approval."
Dreyfuss'sacting abilityhas never

RichardDreyfussstarsas Roy Neary,

caughtin a
startling chainof events.

The "ultimate" in sciencefictionthrillers, it has

FOR UFO SPECTACULAR

- Report from KATHLEEN BRADY
I

and ROSEMARY LORD
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been questioned - especially by
himself. "I was so ambitious

I

didn't even

know
I

was ambitious." He laughs at his

own gall. "I took it
for granted

I

was

going to be a star.
I

don't mean that in an

arrogant way.
I

believed it
so thoroughly,

so positively,
I

never questioned it."

But he admits to being vulnerable. "If

you tell me I'm a bad actor
I'll

get messed

up for a moment," he said. "But if
you
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tell me I'm unattractive or overweight
(he's a compulsive eater)

I'll
really get

depressed."
Dreyfuss has a reputation for often

being difficult, unco-operative and just

plain crazy with members of the Press

and studio bosses. From the first he has

stood out among his associates because
of his attitude. "I just didn't try to be

anyone except myself," he said.

Born in Brooklyn, New York, he

started acting when he was 11 and his
first film was "American Graffitti" - the

movie that launched so many careers.
lt

was "Jaws" that finally brought
Dreyfuss into the big time. Hollywood
whiz-kid Steven Spielberg, 29, directed
both movies. He says of "Close

Encounters:"

"Basically
I

feel optimistic about the
kinds of beings that might exist in outer

space, so
I

didn't want people in the

movie who were around the base of the

operations consumed.

"Also,
I

wanted to show what life

might be like, that it
was basically

humanoid. Unlike '2001
'

where the outer

space intelligence was energy,
I

wanted

mine to be physical, something we could
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relate to."

**^^lose Encounters" is, accord

^^ing to the film's technical

adviser, UFO expert Dr J. Allen Hynek,
authentic.

"Some may view it
as science

fiction," he concedes, "but writer/

director Steven Spielberg did his home-

work. Everything in the movie is based

on actual reports. Sunburns and shaking
vibrations, precognition, tampering with

gravity, all have been reported."

Hynek, a jaunty scientist with a beard,
inspired the title by dividing UFO

experiences into three groupings: A

Close Encounter of the First Kind is

sighting at close range; Second Kind,

physical evidence, such as scorched

earth; Third Kind, when the UFO's

occupants are seen and, in some cases,
contact made.

An astronomer and astrophysicist he

Moment oí truth. In a blinding flash

of light a UFO lands on a mountain top

in a scene from "Close Encounters."

admits he was at first sceptical about the

UFO phenomenon, believing sightings
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to be nothing more than swamp gas.

But when he discovered that an

average of 100 reports came in each day
from all over the world, he began to

study descriptions from those who

experienced UFOs.

This one is typical: "lt was shortly

after dark and 10 or 12 men all watched
it. lt seemed to move toward us, then

partially away, then return, then depart.
lt

was bluish . . . then reddish . . .

luminous, not solid."

That was the testimony of a fellow

named Jimmy Carter when he was

governor of the US State of Georgia.
He is now the US President.

This sort of disclosure has added

interest to the current phenomenon and

made "Close Encounters" a financial

bonanza for Columbia. In one record

shattering week the film grossed $17
million and in two months $70 million.

Richard Dreyfuss says his growing

personal fortune is creating an em-

barrassment for his friends, most of

whom he has retained from his school

days.

"lt creates awkwardness, because

it's silly for anyone to pay for anything
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when I'm around," he said. "I've got
more money than

I

know what to do with.

But my friends say it's a question of

honour, of dignity - which
I

don't share.

Because when
I

was poor
I

had no

qualms about borrowing money."
He lives with his soft-voiced girlfriend,

Lucinda Valles, a petite and beautiful

actress, rather shy and gentle - a

complete contrast to the extrovert

Dreyfuss. But one suspects that he, too,

has a gentle, romantic side.

"I don't ever see myself as a married

man with a large family," he said.

"But
I

am going through the whole

relationship thing now. I'm trying to live

with the girl I'm in love with.
I

don't in my
heart believe," his voice is almost a

whisper, "that it is totally possible to be

happy with one person without a lot of

lying."

And what does he want for the future?

"I want serenity and happiness in my
life," Dreyfuss said thoughtfully. "I want

to be Emperor," he grinned, then

shrugged his shoulders, a little em-

barrassed. "I don't want nothin' now.
I

mean I'm getting what
I

want. I'm doing

my life."


